The apprehension felt in many quarters during the first years of the life of the International Court of Justice to the effect that the Court would not have enough to do(2) has been dispelled within the last two years. Opinion of the Court will be of great importance in the development of the general law on reservations to multilateral treaties(9) Several of these cases, although they already were on the General List of the Court in 1950, are still sub judice in Some will even last well into 1952(11) and two new cases have been brought before the Court this year(12) There seems little reason to fear that the Court will be out of work for a long time to come It is also of interest to note that problems dealing with the Court are being treated in an ever increasing list of articles and books (13) For the student of international relations, politics, diplomacy and sociology it would be very interesting indeed to examine to what degree the Court has actually helped to settle international disputes(13 a). When the effect of advisory opinions is examined it is not enough to find out by what resolution an opinion is accepted and by what vote. It would be more fruitful to go behind the vote and to see the real effects of the opinion after it has been formally adopted(13b).
The searchlight of public opinion is thrown on the Court when its sessions are of particular interest The sessions can be interesting and dramatic, with the hearing of witnesses and experts, and the speeches of eminent professors and great advocates. Learning as well as eloquence is brought to bear on the cases It is, however, submitted that the real and lasting contribution of the Court is not so much the actual settlement of individual disputes-important though that is -as the building up of a body of rules and precedents whereby international law is not only applied but developed. It is always difficult to decide which pronouncements of a Court are bound to have the greatest importance for the future. The dicta of the most important organ of international law in existence are bound to be of great intrinsic importance; but looking back on the important cases decided by the Permanent Court of International
Justice it is clear that some of its dicta have had a greater importance .
than others Some of them because they have changed the law or given a new impetus to its development in a certain direction Article 59 of the Statute lays down that »The decision of the Court has no binding force except between the parties and in respect of that particular case « The Court is thus not bound by its own precedents But it is clear that a Court like the International Court of Justice and its predeces-
